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Session aims

To better understand how to design an effective poster 
in terms of:

✓ Content

✓ Layout

✓ Visual appeal

✓ Logistics
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https://unsplash.com/@nordwood?utm_content=creditCopyText&utm_medium=referral&utm_source=unsplash
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Content



Ask yourself:

1. What is the most useful/essential information relating to our project?

2. What will our audience most want to know?

3. What is the best medium to present this information?

• heading

• text

• graphic (chart, graph, image)

4. How can I show a direct connection between the text and the graphics?

5. How can I reduce the amount of text in order to maximise graphics/white space?

Select content based on the needs of your 
audience



Extend line to match 
sub heading length

Compare 2 posters
Which poster has more 

accessible content? Why?



Extend line to match 
sub heading length

Some posters follow a research paper structure:

• Introduction/Aims/Objectives

• Methods

• Results

• Analysis/Discussion/Conclusions

Use headings to help your audience to navigate the information on your poster

Headings and content What are the 

advantages/disadvantages of 

this?



• Consider using informative headings: minimise text, maximise information

• Do not waste text on ‘predictables’

• Use key points as headings

e.g.

Results 

OR

Model Predictive Control for Trajectory Tracking of a Quadrotor UAV ✓

Informative headings
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How useful are the headings in these posters?



Layout



Example of clear layout

Page [10]

Layout

• Make ‘navigation’ clear: boxes 
for sections, numbering, logical 
sequencing

• Balance texts and graphics



Extend line to match 
sub heading length

Layout- capturing attention

Use layout to help your audience to navigate the information on your poster

Where is your eye 

drawn first?



Extend line to match 
sub heading length

Visual appeal: Layout explanation

Layout- for navigation

• The layout of your poster should have clearly defined sections with a logical flow.

• Eye tracking studies suggest the eye focuses most naturally where the lines intersect.

• Audience comprehension is higher when content is laid out in a zig zag pattern.

Use layout to help your audience navigate the information on your poster

41% of viewers 

will look here first

20% of viewers 

will look here first

25% of viewers 

will look here first

14% of viewers 

will look here first

Majooni et al., 2017



Balance text and graphics
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Don’t crowd a section with text
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Extend line to match 
sub heading length

Using powerpoint to create poster

See: How to make an academic poster in powerpoint - YouTube

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_WnhoIbfcoM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_WnhoIbfcoM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_WnhoIbfcoM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_WnhoIbfcoM


Visual appeal



Choose the right visualisation

Source: https://www.polymersearch.com/blog/10-good-and-bad-examples-of-data-visualization

How would 
you visualise 

this data?

• table

• bar graph

• or even a set of pie 

charts



Graphics

• Keep them simple

• Features should convey essential information (shading, appropriate numbering, 
background pictures)

• All graphics and text should be legible from 1 -2 metres distance.



Graphics to reduce text

Life cycle of xxxxosis

Cats reported to acquire xxxosis through contaminated prey such as 

birds or rodents and act as hosts to continue sexual reproduction, 

enteroepithelial cycle, and oocyst production (Dubey et al., 1970). 

Carnivorous animals from wild habitats such as skunks, raccoon, fox, 

bears also acquire toxoplasmosis through the ingestion of cysts from 

tissues. Human beings acquire toxoplasmosis by consuming half-

cooked contaminated meat, such as lamb or pork (Dubey et al., 2005, 

Hill et al., 2010). The ingested tissue cyst is digested by the action of 

various proteolytic enzyme activities in the stomach of the host 

organism and release the parasite in the form of bradyzoites. The 

parasite is observed to be highly resistant to protease and survive in 

the host organism's small intestine. A report estimated more than 10 

million cyst removal through fecal materials in cats within two weeks of 

ingestion. The released oocyst sporulates within five days of release in 

the environment. In the soil sample, the sporulated organism remains 

alive for about one year (Dubey, 1998).



Flow charts



Graphs

Consider:
• Clear titles

• Horizontal text

• Graph visibility at distance
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Which graph 

is easier to 

read?



Diagrams

1. MS Office insert icons

2. https://thenounproject.com/

3. Diagram and graph applications 

Eg. https://www.biorender.com/
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Text

• Minimise text, maximise graphics, tables, 
pictures

• Use dot points where appropriate

• Use suitably formal, everyday language 
wherever possible 

• Avoid jargon (consider audience)

• Choose a limited range of colours  - test for 
contrast and readability

Page [23]



Extend line to match 
sub heading length

✓ Make your title readable from 1-2 metres away

✓ Use consistent text sizes for different heading levels
eg.
• 80 - 90 point for titles
• 30 - 36 point for headings
• 18 - 24 point for text

✓ Put the names of all the authors and institutional affiliations 
just below (or next to) title but with smaller font

✓ A serif font is more traditional (more legible at small scale)

✓ A sans-serif font is more modern (and cleaner)

Select font type and size to help your audience

Font

https://www.adobe.com/au/creativecloud/design/discover/serif-vs-sans-serif.html

https://www.adobe.com/au/creativecloud/design/discover/serif-vs-sans-serif.html
https://www.adobe.com/au/creativecloud/design/discover/serif-vs-sans-serif.html
https://www.adobe.com/au/creativecloud/design/discover/serif-vs-sans-serif.html
https://www.adobe.com/au/creativecloud/design/discover/serif-vs-sans-serif.html
https://www.adobe.com/au/creativecloud/design/discover/serif-vs-sans-serif.html
https://www.adobe.com/au/creativecloud/design/discover/serif-vs-sans-serif.html
https://www.adobe.com/au/creativecloud/design/discover/serif-vs-sans-serif.html


Extend line to match 
sub heading length

• Carefully select and use a consistent colour and font scheme

Colour

• Check for contrast of text on background colour

https://coolors.co/ 

https://color.adobe.com/create/color-wheel/ 

https://paletton.com/

https://fonts.google.com/ 
https://designmodo.com/best-fonts/

https://coolors.co/
https://color.adobe.com/create/color-wheel/
https://color.adobe.com/create/color-wheel/
https://color.adobe.com/create/color-wheel/
https://fonts.google.com/


Extend line to match 
sub heading length

Consider these two posters

What do you like 

about the designs?

What would you 

improve?



Extend line to match 
sub heading length

Highly commended examples

What elements of 

effective design do 

you notice?



Logistics



Extend line to match 
sub heading length • Size = A0 (84.1cm x 118.9cm) LANDSCAPE

• Format = PDF

• File name = Project Name_Poster_Date

• Include: project title, project code, all team member names, supervisor's 
name, discipline

• Logos: Do not use the University of Melbourne logo; gain permission before 
using any industry logos

• Submit by Wednesday 7th October 11.59pm via the link on the Endeavour 
website

Prepare you poster in advance 



Consider where to position yourself …

Photo credit: Peter Cassemento at the 2019 Endeavour



Summary

Consider these elements when designing your poster:

✓ Content

✓ Layout

✓ Visual appeal

✓ Logistics

Final tip: 

- Print out an A3 version

- Get another set of eyes to look at it: Does it make sense to 

them?



Further support

https://students.unimelb.edu.au/academic-skills/resources/communicating-in-class/presentations/designing-posters Page [32]



More resources

https://students.unimelb.edu.au/academic-skills/graduate-research-services/developing-your-networking-and-presentation-skills Page [33]



Academic Skills support

students.unimelb.edu.au/academic-skills

Visit our website

Online resources

Workshops & courses

1:1 services

English language development
Academic English Tutorials 

Diagnostic English Language Assessment (DELA)

English Language Workshops

Academic Skills

https://students.unimelb.edu.au/academic-skills
https://students.unimelb.edu.au/academic-skills
https://students.unimelb.edu.au/academic-skills
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